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SKIPPER CERTIFICATION
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SKIPPER CERTIFICATION
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Objective

• Assess the prospective skipper’s level of 
knowledge and skills: Club Boat, location 
specifics of the Marina, and New York Harbor 
conditions

• Identify potential areas of improvement 
regardless of whether BBSC Skipper privileges 
are granted
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What we what

• Safe skippers, protect their crew and boats

• Individuals who understand local conditions, are 
safety conscious and know their own limitations 
when it comes to sailing conditions and crew 
member abilities
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Personal Equipment Requirements
Bring along your:

1. A fully operating handheld VHF radio
2. An up-to-date chart of the Harbor (NY Harbor 

Charts 12334, 12335, &12327). If electronic 
charts are used – the app must be working.

3. A copy of the current Eldridge Tide Book (borrow 
book) or working app. 

4. Wearing proper sailing shoes
5. You can bring your personal PFD
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NAVIGATION AIDS
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MODULE 1 - KNOWLEDGE
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Charts
• Date of Chart
• Compass rose – true and 

magnetic
• 1 minute = 1 mile
• Depth on charts
• Type of bottom

• Updates: Local Notice to 
Mariners
http://www.navcen.uscg.gov/?pageName=lnmDistrict
&region=1
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Chart Symbols

• Symbols defined in U.S. Chart No.1
– Wrecks

– Obstructions

– Anchorage Issues
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Aids to Navigation

• Red Right Return, Even Nuns Blush

• Preferred channel markers

• asdfasdfdfa
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Aids to Navigation
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Regulatory Markers 

• E.g. Around Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island
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New York
Harbor

Charts
12334,
12335,
12327
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Anchoring

• Depth, bottom
• Anchor type 
• Scope (chain and rode)
• Swing room

• Go head to wind
• Lower anchor
• Drift backwards downwind
• Wait for anchor to sang

and then increase rode
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RULES OF THE ROAD
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Rules of the Road

• Right of way
• Port and starboard tack
• Sail meeting sail
• Sail meeting power
• Power vs power
• Avoid collisions
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Right of Way

• Stand on Vessel:  Maintains course and speed 
unless give-way vessel is not keeping clear

• Give-way Vessel: Alter course early and 
substantially to avoid danger

• Avoiding collisions
– Look out
– Early recognition of situation 
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Power vs Power

• Crossing: Danger Zone 12-4 
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Power vs Power

• Head-on:
Port to Port

• Overtaking:
Give-Way
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Sound Signals by Power Vessels

• Short Blast = 1 sec; Long Blast = 4-6 secs
• Crossing, Head-On, Overtaking

– 1 Short: intend to leave to you on port side
– 2 Short: intend to leave to you on starboard side

– Repeat if you agrees, otherwise…
– 5 Short Blasts: danger, doubt, intentions unknown

– 3 Short: operating astern propulsion
– 1 Long Blast: leaving dock or harbor
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Rules of the Road

A

B

C

DE

F

G
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Right of Way - Priorities

Highest Priority

• Vessel not under command
• Vessel restricted in its ability to maneuver
• Vessel engaged in commercial fishing
• Sailing vessel
• Power driven vessel

Lowest Priority
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Restricted in Maneuverability?
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LOCAL TRAFFIC
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Ferry Traffic

• Statue cruises
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Ferry Traffic

• Leaves Battery Park
and Liberty State Park (NJ)
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Ferry Traffic
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Ferry Traffic
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Ferry Traffic

• Follows schedule
• Keep distance 
• USCG escort at times
• One coming and going
• Very fast
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Ferry Traffic

• Ikea Ferry
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Other Local Traffic
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TIDES AND CURRENTS
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Tides and Current

• Gravitational pull of sun and moon
• Happens twice a day in NY
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High Tide
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High Tide +1
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High Tide +2
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High Tide +3
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High Tide +4
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High Tide +5
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Low Tide 
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Low Tide +1
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Low Tide +2
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Low Tide + 3
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Low Tide +4
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Low Tide +5
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Questions

• When is the next high tide and low tide?
• Strength and direction of the tide at the Battery?
• Speed of current in Buttermilk Channel?
• How long to get to Verrazano Bridge under 

power?
• What is the range of the engine
• How would you enter and exit the Marina?
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WEATHER
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NOAA NWS Weather Prediction Center
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NOAA Forecast
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Wunderground – Newark Radar
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Windalert.com
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Weather Reports

• Check the weather before you get to docks
• Radar and weather check at the docks
• Monitor VHF 
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VHF Radio
• Turn on radio, select VHF Channel

– VHF CH 16 – USCG all boats monitor
– VHF CH 13 – bridge to bridge 
– VHF CH 71 – BBSC operations
– WX 01 – marine weather

• Adjusting volume and squelch
• Press to talk, release to listen

– “Brooklyn Marina, Brooklyn Marina, Brooklyn Marina, 
This is Brooklyn Boat M#1, requesting in(out)bound”

– (VHF 16) “Mayday, mayday, mayday” – imminent loss 
of life



© 2015 Brooklyn Bridge Sail Club 54

SAFETY
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Safety Equipment

USCG Requirements
• PFDs
• Throwable PFD
• Horn
• Navigation lights
• Flares
• Fire extinguisher
• Registration

Great to have
• Bucket and pump
• Anchor
• VHF Radio
• First Aid Kit
• Tools and spare parts
• Paddle
• Extra line

page 
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Safety Boating
• Required to provide assistance to anyone at sea
• US Protected by Good Samaritan laws

• Drinks – Like driving, no drinking and sailing.  Limit 
= 0.08% ( 4 drinks in 2 hours for 160 lbs)

• Overloading and Capacity
– Manufacturing capacity plate – power vessels < 20 ft.
– Max people, combined weight, outboard power
– Rule of Thumb: # 150 lbs crew = (length x width)/15

56
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CREW OVERBOARD RECOVERY
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Crew Overboard Recovery

• Common elements
– Yell “Crew overboard”
– Throw floatation
– Appoint spotter
– Pick-up on close reach

• Methods: 
– Quick-Stop
– Figure-8
– Others
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Quick-Stop COB Recovery

• Go and head-to-wind and 
backwind head sail

• Turn downwind
• Keep main centered, drop 

headsail
• Gybe
• Ease main and slow down,
• Pick up on close reach
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Quick-Turn (Figure-8) COB Recovery

1. Sail on 
beam reach

2. Tack after 3 to 
4 boat lengths

3. Sail on a 
broad reach

4. Sail 
“below” COB

5. Sail on close 
reach and slow 
down

COB
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Broad Reach and Return COB Recovery
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Distress Signals

• VHF radio
• Whistle
• Flares
• Wave arms
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EMERGENCIES
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Emergencies

• Crew overboard
• Running aground
• Knockdown
• Equipment failure
• Towing
• Storm conditions
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Towing
• Negotiate any commercial tow before accepting the tow. Use 

own tow line if possible.

• Use lines that stretch
• Attach tow line around something strong 

– Mast – J80
– Bow clip on Melges 24

• Use bow chocks if possible
• Keep main sail up until two is secure
• Steer clear of towing vessel
• Lengthen tow line for open water
• Assume tow line will break – crew awareness 
• Communication with tow boat



© 2015 Brooklyn Bridge Sail Club 66

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS
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Knots

• Stopper knots, slip knot
• Cleat hitch
• Bowline
• Clove hitch
• Sheet bend
• Square knot
• Round turn 2-half hitches
Practice throwing a line
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